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Part C Intervention Services for Infants and Toddlers (Birth to Age 3)
with Sensory Loss: Recommended Collaboration Practices (July 2022)

The purpose of this resource is to provide information on recommended collaborative practices
when providing early intervention services for infants and toddlers with sensory loss, including
those who are Blind/Visually Impaired, Deaf/Hard of Hearing, or DeafBlind. For information on
diagnosed physical or mental conditions with a high probability of resulting in developmental
delay, including conditions related to sensory loss in infants and toddlers, refer to the Help Me
Grow Minnesota webpage Diagnosed Conditions Affecting Development.

Early intervention is critical for a child with a sensory loss. Hearing and/or vision loss results in
compromised or missing access to people, communication, and the child’s environment, which
can significantly impact the child’s early learning and brain development, as well as access to and
interaction with others. Collaboration among service providers and with the child’s family is
essential in building the family’s capacity to provide experiences that will support the child’s
overall learning and development.

For infants and toddlers who are receiving an initial evaluation for Part C eligibility, evaluation
teams must address the child’s physical development, including both vision and hearing. If a
local education agency or an early intervention service provider receives documentation that a
child has been diagnosed with sensory loss, or a medical condition that has a high probability of
resulting in a sensory loss, it is recommended that the team consult with the appropriate low-
incidence provider(s), such as the teacher of the blind/visually impaired (TBVI) and/or the
teacher of the deaf/hard of hearing (TDHH). The team, including the parent(s)/caregiver(s), early
intervention specialists, appropriate low-incidence teachers and related service providers (e.g.,
educational audiologists, speech language pathologists, and/or certified orientation and mobility
specialists), will determine next steps in addressing the individual potential impacts of the child’s
sensory loss on their overall development.

Teachers of the blind/visually impaired and teachers of deaf/hard of hearing are able to:

e Share information about the medical diagnoses, etiology and prognosis of both hearing
and vision loss.

e Support the family and team with information and resources specific to the impact of
hearing and/or vision loss on the child’s access and development.

e Coach families on how they can support their child’s individual sensory needs and
learning.

e Provide appropriate adaptations for home and learning environments specific to hearing
and vision challenges.

e Recommend emergent literacy strategies and accommodations that are specific to
hearing and/or vision loss with the child’s family and team.


https://helpmegrowmn.org/HMG/HelpfulRes/ResourcesProf/DiagCondAffectDev/index.html
https://helpmegrowmn.org/HMG/HelpfulRes/ResourcesProf/DiagCondAffectDev/index.html

It is recommended that teams serving families of children with both hearing and vision loss
(DeafBlind) connect with the Minnesota DeafBlind Project to receive specific materials and
resources to support their unique needs. For questions regarding resources and materials

for combined hearing and vision loss (DeafBlind), please contact the Statewide DeafBlind

Specialist, Ann Mayes at ann.mayes@ metroecsu.org.

For questions about this document or the recommended practices above, please contact
the MDE Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) mailbox at mde.ecse@state.mn.us.

Additional Resources:

Blind/Visually Impaired

Early Childhood Vision Observation and Interview Protocol

Vision Development: Newborn to 12 Months, American Academy of Ophthalmology

Early Childhood Screening, MN Department of Education

MN Department of Health Vision Screening

Off to a Good Start Fact Sheets from Wayfinder Family Services

Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired Early Childhood Resources

Minnesota Rules, part 3525.1345: Minnesota’s definition and criteria for the visually
impaired categorical disability

Deaf/Hard of Hearing

Guidelines for Hearing Screening After the Newborn Period to Kindergarten Age, MN
Department of Health

Optimizing Outcomes for Students who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing: Educational Service
Guidelines, 3 Ed., National Association of State Directors of Special Education, Inc., 2018:
Chapter 3 Early Identification and Intervention

Year 2019 Position Statement: Principles and Guidelines for Early Hearing Detection and
Intervention Programs, Joint Committee on Infant Hearing (JCIH), Journal of Early Hearing
Detection and Intervention, 2019; 4(2): 1-44

Supplement to the Joint Committee on Infant Hearing (JCIH) 2007 Position Statement:
Principles and Guidelines for Early Intervention After Confirmation That a Child is Deaf or
Hard of Hearing; Joint Committee on Infant Hearing, 2013; American Academy of
Pediatrics, 131(4), April 2013

A Parent’s Guide to [JCIH] Deaf and Hard of Hearing Early Intervention Recommendations,

2017, Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Parent-to-Parent Committee

Your Early Intervention Team, Boys Town National Research Hospital, Baby Hearing.org
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http://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=059664&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
http://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=059664&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://www.aao.org/eye-health/tips-prevention/baby-vision-development-first-year
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/fam/elsprog/screen/index.htm
https://www.health.state.mn.us/people/childrenyouth/ctc/visionscreen/index.html
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feducation.mn.gov%2Fmdeprod%2Fidcplg%3FIdcService%3DGET_FILE%26dDocName%3Dprod059361%26RevisionSelectionMethod%3DlatestReleased%26Rendition%3Dprimary&data=05%7C01%7Ckathy.anderson%40metroecsu.org%7C6464834f563941b0dda508da6c10bd77%7C3348a5c72231493991909b6b7fa491a4%7C0%7C0%7C637941116425149527%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Bj%2Bw1l%2BzdrSwu%2FYMG7mlLVEj4i62%2FM3EMa8%2BYQ2TfQg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wayfinderfamily.org%2Fprogram%2Fblind-babies-foundation&data=05%7C01%7Ckathy.anderson%40metroecsu.org%7C6464834f563941b0dda508da6c10bd77%7C3348a5c72231493991909b6b7fa491a4%7C0%7C0%7C637941116425149527%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vPXg7%2FX%2FeAKMFOwfWwdLJziJCwmAcs2kGM6VAX2gbCU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.tsbvi.edu/statewide-resources/engagement/visually-impaired-outreach/early-childhood
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/3525.1345/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/3525.1345/
https://www.health.state.mn.us/docs/people/childrenyouth/improveehdi/guideafternb.pdf
http://www.nasdse.org/docs/nasdse-3rd-ed-7-11-2019-final.pdf
http://www.nasdse.org/docs/nasdse-3rd-ed-7-11-2019-final.pdf
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1104&context=jehdi
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1104&context=jehdi
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/131/4/e1324/31903/Supplement-to-the-JCIH-2007-Position-Statement?autologincheck=redirected
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/131/4/e1324/31903/Supplement-to-the-JCIH-2007-Position-Statement?autologincheck=redirected
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/131/4/e1324/31903/Supplement-to-the-JCIH-2007-Position-Statement?autologincheck=redirected
https://www.handsandvoices.org/resources/jcih-parent-guide.html
https://www.handsandvoices.org/resources/jcih-parent-guide.html
https://www.babyhearing.org/language-learning/early-intervention-team

Determining Eligibility for Minnesota’s IDEA Part C Infant and Toddler Intervention
Services for Young Children with Hearing Differences (July 2019), Minnesota Low
Incidence Projects/EHDI

Minnesota Rules, part 3525.1331: Minnesota’s definition and criteria for the deaf and
hard of hearing categorical disability

DeafBlind (Combined Hearing and Vision Loss)

MN DeafBlind Project

National Center on Deaf-Blindness
o Causes of Deaf-Blindness
o Range of Combined Vision and Hearing Loss in Deafblindness

The Importance of Identifying Infants and Toddlers with Combined Vision and Hearing
Loss from Zero to Three Journal, 42 (Supp.). Copyright 2022.

Minnesota Rules, part 3525.1327: Minnesota’s definition and criteria for the deaf-blind
categorical disability

The definition of an infant or toddler with a disability is found at 34 CFR § 303.21

The definition of Early Intervention Services is found at 34 CFR § 303.13

The definition of Early Intervention Service Provider is found at 34 CFR § 303.12

The ECSE Part C and Part B Resources Page provides further information regarding
eligibility for Part C services in Minnesota. Please reference the Part C Eligibility
Determination Flowchart posted on this page.



https://www.mnlowincidenceprojects.org/documents/ehdi/EDHI_DeterminingEligibility_for_MNs_IDEA_PartC_InfantToddler_with_HearingDifferences_July2019.pdf
https://www.mnlowincidenceprojects.org/documents/ehdi/EDHI_DeterminingEligibility_for_MNs_IDEA_PartC_InfantToddler_with_HearingDifferences_July2019.pdf
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/3525.1331/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/3525.1331/
https://www.dbproject.mn.org/
https://www.nationaldb.org/
https://www.nationaldb.org/info-center/overview/causes/
https://www.nationaldb.org/media/doc/Range_of_Combined_Vision_and_Hearing_Loss_in_Deafblindness_a.pdf
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:d1097a4d-42c3-3e27-a383-4b620dc6a495
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:d1097a4d-42c3-3e27-a383-4b620dc6a495
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/3525.1327/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/3525.1327/
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=086538941c6ca90f87481c32ac0ead0e&mc=true&n=pt34.2.303&r=PART&ty=HTML#se34.2.303_121
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=086538941c6ca90f87481c32ac0ead0e&mc=true&n=pt34.2.303&r=PART&ty=HTML#se34.2.303_113
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=086538941c6ca90f87481c32ac0ead0e&mc=true&n=pt34.2.303&r=PART&ty=HTML#se34.2.303_112
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/early/ecse/bc/
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=048062&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=048062&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
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